It is an honor to be the subject of an article (September 26, 2015) created by the dean of Canadian golf writers, Lorne Rubenstein. Lorne is well respected and well liked by everyone in the Canadian golf industry.

THE TRAVELLING MAN

Think you’re crazy about golf course architecture? You need to get to know the man who played the world’s best 100 courses in 100 days
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If there’s a harder-working or more devoted course ranking panelist than Bob McCoy, I’d like to know who that person is. I recently had the pleasure of playing five courses in the Greater Toronto Area with Bob. He’s 76, he’s indefatigable, and his swing is still sweet and controlled — he’s been as low as a two-handicap — and he’s the only golfer to have played the top 100 courses in the world as ranked by Golf Magazine in 100 days.

Yes, 100 days. Let that sink in: 100 courses around the world in 100 days.

I’ve known Bob for years. (I’m also a Golf Magazine panelist). A number of panelists from various publications have played the top 100 in the world, which Bob completed in 1988. Bob told me of one fellow who is getting close to playing the top 100 courses in the world that have ever been ranked. But the top 100 in 100 days stands alone, and represents an astonishing feat of organization. Bob, a member of Baltusrol, Pine Valley, Naples Grande, and the R&A, did it in 1997.

Bob set some ground rules. He had to start from his official residence, in his case Naples, Fla. He had to fly commercial, be the guy behind the wheel for any driving required — and there was plenty of that — and walk all 1,800 holes. Yikes.

Here are some facts about his trip, gleaned from his website (thegolfodyssey.com — he writes there about his annual worldwide travels). Bob played 105 courses in 100 days, including 16 days when he played two rounds. He travelled 41,460 miles by air, 11,055 by car, 562 miles on foot while walking courses, and 400 miles by ferry. He travelled 53,477 miles all told. His journey took him to 15 countries and 22 U.S. states. Bob even recorded his laundry stops, which were of course necessary even though he packed huge amounts of clothes.
Bob wrote 175 thank you letters. Each letter is personal and he makes a point of writing something he noticed about the courses he played. Total cost for his 100 in 100 odyssey came to $29,300 (US). Of this, $14,300 went to airfare. He was in many places a guest, and wrote, “There are at least 100 ‘real McCoy’ IOUs floating around the world.” He’s taken care of many of those by now.

Bob is terrific company. He has a million stories, but he doesn’t overpower you with them. Relevant tales pop into his mind while he plays a course. You can find some of the stories in this Sports Illustrated article. He fills notebooks wherever he plays, and the pages are full of what amounts to code. “EL,” for example, means “elevated tee.” He includes diagrams of green shapes, and relevant features such as slope, bunkers, run-offs and many more details. He plays every hole, but he doesn’t care about score; I’d say he averages about 80 if he did keep score. If you look for him on a green or down the fairway, he’s likely off at the side making notes.

Bob’s recent Greater Toronto Area odyssey took him to a few courses he hadn’t played, so that he could rate them. It started on September 16th at the Devil’s Pulpit in Caledon, Ont. We scooted over to nearby Osprey Valley for an unplanned visit in the afternoon, where we got in 12 holes on the excellent Heathlands course, accompanied by Bob McClure, the director of golf and the man about Osprey. He can really play, by the way.

Thursday found us at the Devil’s Paintbrush, or, as many golfers call it, and as Bob soon would, the ‘Brush. Readers of my work will know that the ‘Brush is my favourite course in Canada. We played the Toronto Golf Club the next day. Member John Hill hosted us; it’s one of my top-five courses in Canada — the course and club tick all the boxes I’d ever want.

Our GTA odyssey ended last Saturday at Beacon Hall in Aurora, where longtime director of golf Phil Hardy — as companionable a fellow as one could meet — was more than good to us. Soon we were out on the course with members Neill Elliot and Ron Littlejohns. They refer to Beacon as their “Heaven on Earth.”

You’d think that was a lot of golf for any enthusiast, let alone a fellow who is 76 years old, well, young. You would be wrong. After lunch, Bob went directly from Beacon Hall to the airport, where he was scheduled to fly to Halifax early Friday evening. His ultimate destination? Cabot Links, probably needless to say.

Bob (didn’t) enjoy a five-hour flight delay at Pearson. He reached his hotel room in Halifax at 3 a.m. local time. There he met fellow Golf Magazine panelist Lance St. Clair. They made their way to Cabot last Sunday. Here’s what Bob wrote on Facebook about their two days of 36 holes each day on Cabot Links and Cabot Cliffs. He also posted a photo of himself and his friend there. Bob is a Facebook natural. Check him out there.

“18th & 17th holes with Lance St. Clair at Cabot Cliffs, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia. Coore & Crenshaw design with soft opening mid 2015 and official opening next spring. Played 72 holes in 2 days (36 at Links & 36 at Cliffs). After golf visited with managing partner Ben Cowan-Dewar and congratulated him on successfully transforming his 11 year quest to turn this spectacular site into 2 world-class courses with excellent lodging, food, and service. A must visit and at the moment the exchange rate is very favorable with the Loonie.”
You get the picture. Bob went to Harvard, where a building is named after him. He worked as an analyst on Wall Street before going out on his own. He has for years brought his prodigious research skills to analyzing golf courses. Bob does more than visit and play and rate the courses of the world, however. He tries to get to know course architects. He once chatted about design with Tom Weiskopf for six hours.

Bob wrote a wrap-up of his 100 in 100 experiences. I’ve plucked the following paragraph, which resonates with me.

“I came away from the trip with even more respect for all the courses visited. Even though I had already played each of them at least once before, I never felt bored on this trip. In fact, each course proved to be even more exciting the second time around because I was paying more attention and taking notes on the design subtleties.”
I’ll have to check out Bob’s notebooks in detail sometime. He hopes to complete a book about his golf-playing travels; doing so is proving more of a challenge than organizing his travels, but I feel confident he’ll get it done. In the meantime, I think of something our fellow golf-crazed mutual friend Ivan Morris wrote on Facebook the other day. Ivan’s an Irishman who lives in Limerick. He’s written a few books, including Life As A Way of Golf and Only Golf Spoken Here.
So Ivan, what did you have to say about Bob’s continuing odyssey?

“I don’t know how you do it, Bob,” Ivan wrote.

Neither do I, but I sure enjoyed being a small part of his current travels.
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